
 

Fox Valley Wisconsin SBE Chapter 80
PO Box 1519
Appleton, WI   54912-1519

                                                                    February 2013

The next meeting of SBE chapter 80 will be Tuesday February 19th at the Out of Town club at 
noon. 

Chairman’s Corner

Greetings Everyone,

Members and guests are welcome at our upcoming Chapter 80 meeting and program to be held on Tuesday, 
February 19th, 2013 at the Out ‘O Town Club in Kaukauna.

Our presentation is “Replacement of the WSCO AM tower base insulator” by our own Evan Stanek and 
Steve Brown of the Woodward Communications station group. Yours truly will chime in, describing how the 
Appleton station was kept in service during this rather awesome job as performed last week by Higgins 
Tower Service.

Our last meeting was Tuesday, January 15th, 2013 at the Out ‘O Town Club where our members and guests 
enjoyed an open forum discussion of general issues in our industry.

A reminder that our Newsletter, Chapter 80 items of interest and a host of other SBE information are posted 
on our website http://www.sbe80.org.

Future Events:

Tuesday, Mar. 19, 2013 – Chapter Meeting, Megan Bradley Wagoner from Digital Broadcast 
April 2013, Chapter Meeting, NAB Review 
Tuesday May 21, 2013 Camera Corner annual tech show 

We look forward to seeing you at noon on Tuesday, Feb. 19th.

Regards,
Steve Konopka 
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CHAPTER 80 ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS  2011-2012
Chairman Steve Konopka WPNE TV/FM 920-336-3541 skonopka@ecb.org
Vice Chairman Tim Laes WGEE WIXX WNCY WROE 920-435-3771 tlaes@new.rr.com
Treasurer Steve Brown WHBY WAPL WKSZ WZOR 920-733-6639 sbrown@wcinet.com
Secretary Keith Kintner UWO 920-424-7357 kintner@uwosh.edu
Program Chairman John Pfankuch Heartland Video Systems 920-893-0204  jpfankuch@hvs-inc.com
Program Chairman Bill Hubbard UW Green Bay 920-465-2510 hubbardw@uwgb.edu
Membership Chairman Al Kilgore WRVM 920-842-2839 akilgore@wrvm.org
Sustaining Memberships Greg Tadyshak 920-497-0172    gtadyshak@new.rr.com 
Frequency Coord. < 1 GHz Tim Laes WGEE WIXX WNCY WROE 920-435-3771 tlaes@new.rr.com
Frequency Coord. > 1 GHz Joe Kamenick KAMENTECH, LLC              715-359-7088  jckamenick@peoplepc.com
Newsletter Editor Bill Tessman Heartland Video Systems 920-893-4204   btessman@hvs-inc.com 
Newsletter Editor Dave Driessen WGBA WACY 920-494-2626   ddriessen@nbc26.com
Certification Chairman Jim Sams UWGB 920-465-2572 samsj@uwgb.edu
Chapter 80 Webmaster Jim Jensen Retired 920-850-2633 jim@jbjensen.net
EAS Coordinator Steve Konopka WPNE TV/FM 920-336-3541 skonopka@ecb.org
Board of Dirs/SBE Liaison Keith Kintner UWO 920-424-7357 kintner@uwosh.edu

Kwik Trip Progress Report February 2013
Good news!  As you can see from the attached letter, Kwik Trip Inc has agreed to extend their fund 
raising program for non profit groups until October 1st 2013. This is great news for us, as this has 
been the most successful fund raiser in our Chapter’s history. 
A few years ago, we were discussing how to fund our annual obligation to the Don Borchert 
Fellowship Fund.  Some of us were wanting to find a more permanent solution then going with our 
hand out to you, the membership, every year to raise this money.  Some of the more visionary 
members thought it would be great if we could have a self-sustained account where the interest 
could be used to pay the DBFF obligation annually. But with interest rates being so low, we quickly 
figured that we would need to raise $10,000 to create such an account!  An impossible sum we 
thought. 

But then we found this Kwik Trip fund raiser. It sure seems to be a win-win-win situation.  Kwik Trip 
provides gift cards to us at a discount. We in turn provide these to members who use them for fuel, 
car washes, groceries, etc.  Members receive products and services at FACE VALUE – the 
Chapter then keeps about 10% of the transaction as a donation to benefit our Don Borchert 
Fellowship fund. 

So after a little more than a year doing this, how are we doing?  Well we have about 8 of our 
members supporting this program at some level.  Certainly we have a little room for improvement 
there. But even at that, we have reached over 12% of our goal already with a balance of $1207.95 
raised in this way. 
Some of the guys buy gas cards at the monthly meetings. Some send a check and receive a card 
by return mail. One organized member has his bill paying service automatically send a check every 
few weeks and receives a gas card by return mail. Totally automatic for him and he alone has 
generated $240 in donations over the last 12 months. What better way to painlessly support such a 
good cause? 

We all spend a LOT of money at the gas station – so please consider trying this in the 
coming year. We will do whatever we can to make this easy and painless – but we need you 
to try to form a new habit!  So if you are ready to help the Chapter in this way, send me an e 
mail at sbrown@wcinet.com and we will figure out a way to make it happen. Thanks in 
advance for your help and participation!   

Steve Brown
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Heller with SBE National stuff...

The National Board of Directors, this afternoon, adopted a "SBE Chapter Engineer of the Year" 
award, effective immediately.

This award recognizes the efforts of a specific individual who best furthers the goals and objectives 
of their SBE Chapter, and provides an outstanding example of local / regional leadership and 
ethics.

All Chapter Engineers of the Year winners will automatically be entered into the "Robert W. 
Flanders SBE Engineer of the Year Award".

Winners need to be chosed by MAY 15, 2013.  SBE Chapters will receive a certificate to present to 
their winner, provided by the SBE National office in Indianapolis.

Chapters will need to submit the following to SBE National, no later than June 14, 2013

A Reason for Nomination
B Background on Individual
C Positions now held, or held in the past, which demonstrates character of achievement,
and dedication to Society goals
D Any additional relevant information

The vote of the National Board was unanimous.

Any questions, let me know...
Mark Heller mheller@sbe.org 

Wisconsin Broadcasters and Cable Operators, IMPORTANT NOTICE
If you have not changed the password on your EAS/CAP unit from the factory default password, change it 
immediately.  EAS/CAP units around the country are being hacked via the Internet connection and false 
EAS alerts are being broadcast on the air.  Access to these EAS/CAP units is possible because those 
stations never changed the manufactuer's default password.  If you haven't done so already, do it right now.
 
See email below from Richard Rudman for more.
 
Gary Timm, Broadcast Chair
Wisconsin EAS Committee
 >Forwarded from Richard Rudman...
 
Greetings:
By now you may have seen reports about a hacker-originated bogus malicious EAS message that was 
actually aired in several markets.
I just got a call from the EAS office in FCC in Washington. They are now actively investigating this very 
serious matter.
For the time being the FCC concurs that all EAS clients should make sure the web interfaces for their EAS 
boxes have a strong password installed -- NOT the factory default password.
Please pass this information along to all concerned.
Regards,
Richard Rudman
Core Member, BWWG
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Wisconsin Broadcasters and Cable Operators,

An important follow-on to my message below from yesterday...
 
Apparently a radio station in La Crosse broadcast a news report of these EAS/CAP unit hacking incidents in 
other states, and the radio report contained the entire bogus EAS Header Code which was picked up by a 
station monitoring the station broadcasting the news item and aired on the second station as a false on-air 
EAS alert.
 
Cheif Engineers - please immediately remind your news staffs that it is ILLEGAL to broadcast EAS Header 
Codes in a news story, and your station could be fined by the FCC for doing so.
 
If you know of any such incidents of these news reports airing, or actual in-station hacker events, please let 
me know.
 
Gary Timm, Broadcast Chair
Wisconsin EAS Committee

Editors note. Consider moving your EAS equipment behind your router and firewall so it is not accessible 
from the outside DD

IP Networking and FCC Enforcement Actions are SBE webinar topics for February    
The SBE has two live webinars on tap this month. The first is IP Networking, part 4 - the Fundamentals of IPv6, 
on Thursday, February 21 from 2:00 to 3:30 pm ET. The presenter is Wayne Pecena, CPBE, 8-VSB, AMD, DRB, 
CBNE, Assistant Director of Educational Broadcast Services in the Office of Information Technology at Texas A&M 
University. Pecena has over 35 years of broadcast telecommunications experience.
 
IP Networking, part 4 builds upon the brief introduction to IPv6 terminology presented in the third webinar of the 
series held on January 31, 2013. Just as IPv4 addressing can be challenging when managing limited IP address 
space, IPv6 brings new challenges when working with enormous IP address space. A new mindset is required to 
effectively understand and implement IPv6 in your network. New IPv6 features and capabilities also bring 
challenges to the broadcast network engineer. It's the fourth in a series on IP Networking that aids in the self-study 
for the SBE Certified Broadcast Networking Engineer™ (CBNE™) certification exam. 
         
The cost for this program in the Webinars by SBE series is just $49 for members of the SBE and $75 for non-
members. For more information and to register, visit the SBE website. 

FCC Enforcement Actions - an Analysis of Broadcast Violations, is the second webinar in February, set for 
Thursday, the 28th from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. ET. Presenters are Dennis Baldridge, CPBE, 8-VSB, AMD, DRB, CBNT, 
owner of Baldridge Communications, LLC, and James Roop, FCC District Director in the Chicago Field Office.
 
This webinar will review the most common violations committed by broadcasters, 
categorize them into groups and discuss how to prevent them. An opportunity for you 
to ask questions of Mr. Roop will conclude the presentation. 

Baldridge has been associated with the Alternate Inspection Program of the Wisconsin 
Broadcasters Association for the past four years. His focus has been helping stations 
verify substantial compliance to the FCC rules through the use of the FCC's Self-
Inspection Checklists. 
   
The cost for this webinar is $49 for members of the SBE and $75 for non-members. 
For more information and to register, visit the SBE website.
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SBE Members get discount on NAB Show registration 
The Society of Broadcast Engineers has arranged a discount for members of the SBE on registration for the 2013 
NAB Show in Las Vegas, April 6-11. If your employer is not a member of the NAB, you can register for the 
conference Smart Pass or Flex Pass at $100 off the non-NAB member rate. Members of the SBE can also 
register for a free Exhibits-Only pass.
 
Register on-line at the 2013 NAB Show. Near the end of the registration process, there is the opportunity to enter 
a discount code. For the $100 discount on the Smart Pass or Flex Pass packages, use code EP38. For the free 
Exhibits-Only pass, use code EP08.

Take an SBE certification exam at the NAB Show   
Have you been thinking about taking an SBE certification exam soon? Will you be attending 
the 2013 NAB Show in Las Vegas, April 6-11?  If the answer to both of these questions is 
yes, consider taking the exam while attending the show. The SBE will be providing the 
opportunity to take an exam during the show on Tuesday, April 9 from 9 am to 12 pm, PT. 
Any SBE certification exam, regardless of level, may be taken during this session. Pre-
registration is required. 

 
To register to take an exam, complete the application form for the certification you wish to test for, and email, mail 
or fax your form and payment to the SBE national office by March 22. Once registered, you will be provided 
information on the location of the exam room.(sbe.org)

FCC Releases Public Notice Detailing Fixed Receive Site Registration 
 February 5, 2013 -The FCC today released a public notice announcing the April 1 effective date 
of the requirement to register 7 and 13 GHz TV Pickup stationary receive sites in ULS. The public 
notice also announces the grant of a fee exemption to TV Pickup licensees in the 7 and 13 GHz 
bands who modify their licenses between now and April 1 for the sole purpose of adding their 
receive sites. The public notice also provides detailed filing instructions.  (sbe.org)

Here is the complete text of the Public Notice.
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SBE Schedule of Events at NAB 

Saturday, April 6
Ennes Workshop 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  Conference registration required
LVCC South Hall, S225
Certification Committee Meeting 6:30-11 p.m.  Las Vegas Hotel and Casino, Conference Room 9 

Sunday, April 7
SBE Board of Directors Meeting 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Las Vegas Hotel and Casino, Conference Rooms 8 & 9 
Education Committee Meeting 3-4:30 p.m. 
Las Vegas Hotel and Casino, Conference Room 10 

Tuesday, April 9
SBE Certification Exams 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Las Vegas Hotel and Casino, Conference Rooms 9 & 10 
Frequency Coordinators Meeting 10 a.m.-12 p.m.  Las Vegas Hotel and Casino, Conference 
Rooms 13 & 14 
SBE Spring Membership Meeting 5:30-6:30 p.m.
LVCC South Hall, S227 
    

SBE Booth Hours
Sunday · 2-4 p.m.
Monday · 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tuesday · 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Wednesday · 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Thursday · 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
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Discount available to SBE Members

The Society of Broadcast Engineers has arranged a discount for members of the SBE 
on registration for the 2013 NAB Show in Las Vegas, April 6-11. If you or your employer 
is not a member of the NAB, you can register for the conference Smart Pass or Flex 
Pass at $100 off the non-NAB member rate. Members of the SBE can also register for a 
free Exhibits-Only pass.

Register on-line at the 2013 NAB Show. Near the end of the registration process, there 
is the opportunity to enter a discount code. 

For the $100 discount on the Smart Pass or Flex Pass packages, use code EP38. For 
the free Exhibits-Only pass, use code EP08. 

Exam Schedule

The SBE Certification Committee has established the following exam dates. Choose the exam 
period that is best for you.

Exam Dates Location Application Deadline

April 9, 2013 NAB convention March 22, 2013

June 7-17, 2013 Local Chapters April 12, 2013

August 9-19, 2013 Local Chapters June 1, 2013

November 1-11, 2013 Local Chapters September 13, 2013
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From: Rusty Kapela, WCM
NWS Forecast Office Milwaukee/Sullivan

Dear Colleague:

Beginning April 1, the National Weather Service (NWS) offices in the central part of the country, including the five NWS 
offices that serve Wisconsin, will begin a demonstration project to test the effectiveness of "impact-based" severe 
thunderstorm and tornado warnings. This experimental project will run through November 30, 2013.

We need your help to assure the success of this project!  Specifically, we need severe weather reports in real-time in 
order to assess the severity of a tornado.  Please relay your reports to your local NWS office via NAWAS, telephone, e-
mail, NWSChat, Facebook, or Twitter.  Additional explanations are provided in Part B below.  Contact the WCM at your 
local NWS Office.

Overall, the warnings will look similar to previous years, but will contain enhanced information to better communicate 
threats to our partners and the public.  Hopefully this enhanced information triggers proper reactions that will minimize 
the loss of life.

A. Specific Changes  :  The enhanced information will appear as text embedded within the bulletin and tags at 
end of bulletin.  Within the warning text bulletin there will be three descriptive items: Hazard, Source and 
Impact.  Additionally, at the bottom of the bulletin there will be brief tornado, thunderstorm wind gust, and/or hail 
size information.  Below is an example.  Note the ramped-up nature of the wording and tags at the disposal of 
the NWS meteorologist.  
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B. Confirmation  :  After confirmation of tornado and degree of damage information has been received at a NWS 
office, that office’s meteorologists will be in a better position to determine the choice of tags in future Tornado 
Warnings and/or follow-up Severe Weather Statements.

Quick relay of severe weather reports to NWS offices, especially tornado-related, is critically needed.  If this 
information isn’t available NWS meteorologists will have less confidence to ramp up the text verbiage and 
tornado tags within subsequent warnings and/or follow-up statements.

 For most initial, tornado warning issuances in Wisconsin the “Tornado Damage Threat Tag,” which is 
highlighted in blue (“No Tag”) in the table on Page 1, will be the chosen tag until tornado confirmation 
and damage severity information is received by the NWS office.

C. Cosmetics  : The enhanced information will appear in two products (messages) generated by NWS offices:

1. In Warning bulletins (red boxes below).
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2. In Severe Weather Statements which are considered follow-up messages related to the original warning:

For more information on the project, including examples of warnings, a slide show with audio and text file, 
and a 2-page handout, please visit the project website: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/crh/?n=2013_ibw_info

If you have any questions at all, feel free to contact me.

Rusty Kapela
Warning Coordination Meteorologist
NWS Forecast Office Milwaukee/Sullivan
rusty.kapela@noaa.gov
@rkapelawx
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