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Twitter:   @sbechapter80
 
Our next SBE Chapter 80 meeting will be Tuesday March 17th at the Out-O-Town Club in Kaukauna at 
noon. Our Speaker will be  Ken Dillard of Dejero Labs

Chairman’s Corner
Hello everyone, members and guests are welcome at our upcoming SBE Chapter 80 meeting to be
held on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 12:00 noon at the Out O’ Town Club in Kaukauna. We will be 
welcoming Mr. Ken Dillard of Dejero Labs who will be presenting on a popular bonded cellular news
gathering product which is being used by some area broadcasters as well as by the Green Bay 
Packers organization.

Our last meeting was on February 17th where we
totally enjoyed both a power point presentation and a
great tour of Kaukauna Utilities old and new
hydroelectric generating facilities in downtown
Kaukauna, as hosted by KU General Manager Jeff
Feldt and generation manager Mike Pederson.
Please see related photos in this issue. 

Please visit our Chapter 80 website 
www.sbe80.org for more items of regional and
national interest.
Regards,
Steve Konopka 
In April: Test of the real Tornado Warning EAS Code on April 16, 2015. See article below
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FCC Issues Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order on RM-11648
Last week, in an SBE Regulatory Update, we told you about the SBE's Nov. 7, 2011, filed Petition for Rule Making, RM-
11648, to facilitate the use by Broadcast Auxiliary Service (BAS) licensees of certain digital voice and data emissions in 
BAS allocations at VHF and above by Remote Pickup (RPU) Broadcast Stations. The SBE also filed a temporary 
waiver request to allow Part 74 use of certain TDMA and FDMA spectrum-efficient systems. The SBE was and is of the 
view that encouraging the conversion of analog RPU systems to narrowband digital voice technologies at VHF and 
above, and simplifying the use of stacked, narrowband channels for RPU operation by BAS licensees (and as well 
encouraging the use of the minimum necessary bandwidth for RPU facilities) were quite obviously, good ideas.

The FCC has finally taken action on these two petitions for rulemaking by issuing a Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
and Order, FCC 15-22, WT Docket No. 15-36, released Feb. 18, 2015. The NPRM and Order was surprisingly non-
responsive to the concerns raised in the two rulemaking petitions. Comments are due on the NPRM by April 3. The 
complete SBE Regulatory Update on this topic and a copy of the FCC Petition for Rulemaking are available on the SBE
website.

May 6 is SBE RF Safety Webinar
The popular SBE RF Safety webinar will be presented on Wednesday, May 6 from 1 - 4:30 p.m.

ET. The course has been updated and provides an overview of RF radiation issues and 
practices for broadcasters. 

The course is designed for chief and assistant chief engineers, transmitter site engineers, ENG 
and SNG maintenance personnel and management that need to have an understanding of RF 
safety issues and regulations. Instructing the course is noted RF safety expert, Richard Strickland
of RF Safety Solutions. 

The completion of this webinar from Webinars by SBE qualifies for one credit, identified under 
Category I of the Recertification Schedule for SBE Certifications. Fee for SBE Members is $95. 
Fee for non-members is $150. Register online at the SBE website. Direct questions to Kristin 

Owens at 317-846-9000.

Discount Registration Available to SBE members for NAB Show
SBE members who do not have the NAB member rate available to them may register for the 2015 NAB Show and 
receive $100 off the non-NAB member rate. Use the special discount code, SD02.
Members can also go directly to the NAB Show registration page (the code, SD02, is
already imbedded in the link). The discount is good for $100 off Flex or SMART pass
non-member registration, or a free Expo-Only registration. After March 27, 2015, the
NAB will include a processing fee of $25 with all registrations that use the discount code. Complete information about 
SBE activities at the 2015 NAB Show is available at the SBE website.
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Richard Strickland
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Blackmagic Studio Camera, Fry's Gift Card, Among Prizes at SBE 
Membership Meeting
Attending the 2015 NAB Show in Las Vegas next month? Be sure to include the SBE Membership Meeting and 
Reception on your show calendar. The meeting agenda includes recognition of chapter certification chairmen who have
reached service milestones, an award to ERI for 25 years of support to the SBE, and updates on SBE programs and 
initiatives. We'll have some great prizes, including a Blackmagic Studio Camera, $300 Fry's Electronics gift card, $25 
dinner gift cards, SBE logo items and a special spring meeting gift for the first 125 in attendance. The meeting will be 
held in Room S228 of the Las Vegas Convention Center. Complete information about SBE activities at the 2015 NAB 
Show is available at the SBE website. The meeting is sponsored by Blackmagic Design.

 
The Membership Meeting will be followed immediately by a free reception for all members and their guests, from 7 to 8 
p.m., also in S228. Light finger foods and beverages will be provided, thanks to the support from a number of SBE 
Sustaining Members. Pre-registration for the reception is not required.

Closed Captioning and the Elimination of POTS Lines

The SBE was recently contacted by representatives of the National Court Reporters Association (NCRA) over its 
concern about the telephone industry's process of phasing out POTS lines. POTS lines are used by many stations to 
receive closed-caption data. In many cases, this work is performed remotely by members of the NCRA, who are hired 
by the stations.
 
The NCRA wants to be sure that TV stations are aware of the phase out of POTS lines and, since it's the station's 
responsibility to be in compliance with captioning regulations from the FCC, prepare to change to an alternative delivery
method. For more information on this topic, the NCRA has provided a short white paper on this subject to the SBE, 
which is posted on the SBE website.

New 2nd Edition of Radio Operators Handbook
Available in Digital Format

The SBE recently released the new second edition of The SBE Certification Handbook
for Radio Operators in print format. This new edition is now also available in digital
format and may be purchased through Amazon.com and BarnesAndNoble.com. Order
the print version online at the SBE Bookstore ($49). The price of the print version
includes the optional exam to become a SBE Certified Radio Operator. The price of the
digital version ($39) does not include the exam, due to restrictions in place by the
commercial online bookstores. The exam may be purchased separately ($10) through
the SBE National Office.

Certification Application Deadlines Approaching

2015 EXAM SESSION           APPLICATION DEADLINE
June 5-15                            April, 10, 2015
August 7-17                         June 5, 2015
November 6-16                    October 2, 2015

If you have any questions contact the Certification Director,Megan Clappe.

Click HERE for the certification applications. If you have any questions contact the Certification Director, 
Megan Clappe. 
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CHAPTER 80 ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS  

Chairman                             Steve Konopka WPNE TV/FM        920-336-3541 skonopka@ecb.orgn
Vice Chairman Tim Laes WGEE WIXX WNCY WROE 920-435-3771 tlaes@new.rr.com
Treasurer Steve Brown WHBY WAPL WKSZ WZOR 920-733-6639 sbrown@wcinet.com
Secretary Keith Kintner UWO 920-424-7357 kintner@uwosh.edu
Program Chairman John Pfankuch Heartland Video Systems 920-893-0204  jpfankuch@hvs-inc.com
Program Chairman Bill Hubbard UW Green Bay 920-465-2510 hubbardw@uwgb.edu
Membership Chairman                    Mark Friedman WPNE TV/FM 920-336-3541 mfriedman@ecb.org
Sustaining Membership         Stu Muck             Muck Broadcast services                 920-960-0045     MBSFDL@yahoo.com
Frequency Coord. < 1 GHz Tim Laes WGEE WIXX WNCY WROE 920-435-3771 tlaes@new.rr.com
Frequency Coord. > 1 GHz Joe Kamenick KAMENTECH, LLC               715-359-7088  jckamenick@peoplepc.com
Newsletter Editor Bill Tessman Heartland Video Systems 920-893-4204   btessman@hvs-inc.com 
Newsletter Editor Dave Driessen WGBA WACY 920-494-2626   ddriessen@nbc26.com
Certification Chairman                     Jim Sams             Retired                                             920-822-5951      jsams@netnet.net
Chapter 80 Webmaster Mike Steele WHBY 920-831-5605   msteele@wcinet.com 
EAS Coordinator Steve Konopka WPNE TV/FM 920-336-3541 skonopka@ecb.org
Board of Dirs/SBE Liaison    Keith Kintner UWO 920-424-7357 kintner@uwosh.edu

Web Site of the month
Early Digital Test Equipment

Early Digital Test Equipment
“Digital test equipment such as counters and DVMs may not be
as much fun as computers, but they constitute some of the few
remaining pieces of digital electronic equipment from the 1950's
and 1960's. Such equipment can be found encompassing all the
generations of digital electronics from tube to IC. Some of these
instruments also provide examples of the strange technologies
(from today's perspective) that were developed as alternatives to
tubes or discrete transistors, such as trochotron and dekatron
counter tubes. “

HP Digital Frequency counter (don't ask what is weighs)
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More pictures of the power plant
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Discounted NAB Show registration rate available to SBE members
The 2015 NAB Show in Las Vegas is not far off. The annual event, the largest 
media industry event in the world, runs April 11 through the 16.   Members of the 
SBE who do not have the NAB member rate available to them may register for the 
event at a $100 discount off the non-NAB member rate. Use the special discount 
code, SD02. You can also go directly to the NAB Show registration page and the 

code is already embedded in the link. The code is good for $100 off Flex or SMART pass non-member registration, or a
free Expo-Only registration. After March 27, 2015, the NAB will include a processing fee of $25 with all registrations that
use the discount code. 

Statewide Test Of Tornado Warning EAS Code on 
April 16

This message about the April Tornado Warning Statewide Test comes to us from the Wisconsin Broadcasters 
Association.

In cooperation with Wisconsin Emergency Management, the National Weather Service will conduct a test of 
the real Tornado Warning EAS Code on April 16, 2015 as part of Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness 
Week.  The State of Wisconsin has received a waiver from the FCC to use the actual EAS Tornado Warning 
Code for this statewide test.  If there is a threat of severe weather, the test will be postponed until April 17, 
2015.  If there is severe weather on April 17, the test will be cancelled.

The audio of this test will repeat several times in the script “This is a Test”, but because the real EAS 
Tornado Warning Code is being sent, the crawl on TV stations and cable systems will read “A Tornado 
Warning has been issued for…”.  Thus we ask that TV broadcasters and cable operators making the 
decision to air the test should display a “This is a Test” graphic behind the crawl.

The test will be originated on NOAA Weather Radio (NWR), and will be relayed via the State Relay (SR) and
Local Primary (LP) stations.  The EAS “TOR” Code will be sent independently by all five NWS offices 
serving Wisconsin, following the schedule below.  Broadcasters and cable operators that monitor SR or LP 
stations from multiple EAS Operational Areas or directly monitor NWR from another EAS Operational Area 
may receive more than one Tornado Warning alert; since these alerts are sent independently from each NWS 
office they will not be recognized by EAS units as duplicates if alerts are received from two different EAS 
Operational Areas.  It is also possible that some NWR stations may broadcast more than one TOR Code as 
some NWR stations serve counties from more than one NWS office.

This will be the schedule for April 16, 2015 (or if there is severe weather on April 16, test will be conducted 
on April 17, 2015):

1:00PM – Tornado Watch “TOA” EAS Code issued
1:45PM – Tornado Warning “TOR” EAS Code issued by all NWS offices serving Wisconsin counties*

Originator Code: WXR
EAS Code: TOR
EAS Duration: 15 minutes

*This test is being coordinated with the State of Minnesota.  Stations in the border area will receive both 
Wisconsin and Minnesota counties in the same coordinated TOR Tornado Warning EAS message at 1:45PM. 
Michigan will also do its statewide Tornado Drill on April 16th at 2:45 p.m. EST (1:45 p.m. Central).
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WPR's 2015 EAS Schedule
DAY DATE    TIME   COMMENT................................ 
 
W    4 Feb  2350   Routine Monthly Test initiated by WEM
R   12 Feb  1459
M   16 Feb  1059   
M   23 Feb  1259

W    4 Mar  0850   Routine Monthly Test initiated by NOAA
R   12 Mar  1059
M   16 Mar  1459   
T   24 Mar  1259   

W    1 Apr  2350   Routine Monthly Test initiated by ECB 
R    9 Apr  1259
M   13 Apr  1459
T   21 Apr  1259
M   27 Apr  1059

W    6 May  0850   Routine Monthly Test initiated by NOAA
R   14 May  1059
M   18 May  1259
T   26 May  1459

W    3 Jun  2350   Routine Monthly Test initiated by WEM
R   11 Jun  1459
M   15 Jun  1259
T   23 Jun  1059 
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